Dear Parents, Friends and Families,

i | hope you all had a wonderful half-term break. It has been lovely to
welcome the children back to school this week. They have returned
happy, enthusiastic and ready for learning.

Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended our parent
consultations this week. These meetings are a valuable opportunity to
celebrate progress and discuss the next steps in learning together. If you were
unable to attend, please contact your child’s class teacher to arrange an
alternative appointment.

As always, attendance remains a key priority for us, as we know that children
achieve their very best when they are in school every day. | am delighted to
share some fantastic news: we have recently been informed that Pensans is
ranked 2nd out of 21 similar schools nationally for attendance. This is a
tremendous achievement and reflects the commitment of our children,
families and staff. Thank you for your continued support in ensuring that
your children attend school regularly and arrive ready to learn. *

*

We are fortunate to have a dedicated attendance team who work closely
with families to provide support whenever it is needed. Mrs Miles is always
available as a friendly point of contact if you have any concerns or would
like advice regarding attendance.

As the weather becomes colder, please ensure your child comes to school
with a named coat every day. If you have a spare pair of wellies at home
that your child could leave in school, we would be very grateful. Having

wellies available helps us make the most of our outdoor spaces and
We are also looking forward to welcoming families back to our i

School clubs will resume next week. Please note that there will be no
football club this half term, but it will return in the spring term.

continue learning outside, whatever the weather.

Family Learning Robotics Group, which continues to Monday
f afternoons in the Meeting Room,
EThank you, as always, for your continued support. We hope you all have *’

a lovely weekend and look forward to another busy and successful
half term ahead.

a

Best wishes,
Niki Ambrose
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TOGETHER, EVERY DAY COUNTS

Here at Pensans CP School, we recognise that there are occasions when it is appropriato
authorise an absence, such as when a pupil is genuinely too ill to attend school.

However, the Government does not support parents taking children out of school unless the
school agrees this is appropriate under ‘exceptional circumstances'. Any request for leave should

Students who attend school be made in writing to the Headteacher using the school’s ‘Leave of Absence Exceptional Circumstances’
regularly are more likely to request form.

ac%ieve better grades and DfE statutory guidance is clear holidays during term time will not be authorised unless there are
build stronger friendships. exceptional circumstances.

Unavoidable leave of absence requests for school-aged children are generally related to one off

Read more here: events that are rare, significant, unavoidable, and short in duration. Family holidays are not
Thelin anc @ considered unavoidable. : ‘gl
and attainment Taking your child out of school without permission may result in a Penalty Notice being issued.

=z L
What this means:

A Penalty Notice may be issued if your child has

We understand that holidays are important for family time,

but we are legally required to prioritise your child's education
unauthorised absences, including holidays. and wellbeing. Every school day counts.
e The fine is £80 per child, per parent if paid within

21 days, rising to £160 if paid within 28 days. # }* — . A
. * N

e There is no right of appeal - if you believe a notice

i ‘a was issued in error, you must contact the school W W
J ‘ﬁ( directly. ‘

e Failure to pay may result in prosecution. ry ;;4

[ Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any "Parent’ as set out in Section 576 of the Education
three-year period. Once this limit has been reached, other action such Act 1996, defines parent to include: natural parents,
If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be 438 PARATHING DNUEN ONBOSaEEion Wik te conskier whether they are maried or not, any person or body
committing an offence under the Education Act 1996, We may submit a Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you ﬁ&iﬁrﬁmﬂfﬁm ":' ht'g?ﬂ?r 8 ﬂ!'ld (a5
request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance are prosecuted and attend court because your child has not been y the Listdren Ac ) and, any person
with Sections 4444 and 4448 of the said Act. Penalty Notices are issued per | 3ttending school. you could get a fine of up to £2.500. Comwall Council | Who, although not a nétura’ parent, Bas caré o7a
liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 daysor =~ ™May 2150 apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, whom a child lives and who looks after a child,
£160 # paid “fer this but within 28 days. including legal costs. :hi tive of what their relationship is with said
- : ey ik Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution
If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any in the Magistrates’ Enurlbgnder Section Jd{l} or Section dF:MHA} of You are welcome to contact the school to discuss
3-year period, you will be cogiiilung a further offence under the Education the Education Act 1996, leading 1o a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a any concemns you may have regarding this or if you
Act 1':""1'15 WE'JI'T'IE‘,' submit a requess ll'.-'l' Comwall Council for a PEI‘IEI_I'H' Motice custodial sentence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the feal you would like advice or support in helping
to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs, your child attend more regularty. Pensans CP School
PE'M!W Motices for a second offence E"'EI IS-_S-UE‘d per liable parent, per child Mnm raised from fines is only used by the local aut ority to cover the it committed to Eﬂ-ﬂbllﬂg every child to reach their
and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days. costs of administering the system, and to fund attendance support. full potential and aims to work with parents to

T Any extra money is returned to the government. ensure this can be achieved. b o
- e,
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FOR CHILDREN"S GRIEF
AWARENESS WEEK

SUPPORT PENHALIGON'S FRIENDS
AND RAISE AWARENESS BY WEARING
SOMETHING INSIDE OUT BETWEEN
16™-22% NOVEMBER

BECAUSE SOMETIMES BEREAVED
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE FEEL
DIFFERENT ON THE INSIDE TO THE
WAY THEY SEEM ON THE QUTSIDE.

FOR CHILDREN'S GRIEF
AWARENESS WEEK
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