
 

Key vocabulary   Definition 

Alliance                     When two or more groups of  

                                                         people or countries agrees to 

                                                         work together. 

Empire              A group of people ruled by an  

                                                         emperor. 

Mexico              A country in North America..  

Sacrifice                               An offering of something as a  

                                                         religious act. 

Hieroglyphics    A writing system that uses  

                                                         pictures and symbols instead 

                                                        of letters and words. 

Nomads                                        A group of people who move from 

                                                       place to place rather than living  

                                                        in one location. 

Tribe                                              A group of people including  

                                                        many families. 
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Who Were the Aztecs?

The Aztecs were a 
nomadic tribe who 
settled in Mexico 
around AD 1300.

They settled in 
Tenochtitlan as this 
had a good supply of 
water and food with 
easy access to nearby 
towns for trade. 

Once they settled in 
Tenochtitlan the Aztec 
Empire began to grow. 
It covered 80,000 
square miles and 
included millions of 
people who were all 
ruled by an emperor. 



By the end of Year 3 you will need to: 

• Know the importance of chocolate to 
the Aztec Civilisation 

• Understand the meaning of 
‘civilisation’ and ‘empire’ 

• Understand how events in history can 
have an impact on our lives now 

• Identify Mexico and the UK on a world 
map  
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